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FOREWORD

¢ Sunitikusumamall * (flower-wreath of ethical
maxims) is the Sanskrit rendering of the Tamil
Classic Tirukkural by Sri Cakrapani lyer composed
in the last ceatury. Although sesing the light of
the day just now this is obviously the earliest
known Sanskrit rendering of the T¥ukkural, and



hence is to be welcomed by scholars and students of
Tamil and Sanskrit,

The problems involved in the translation
from one language into another are well known,
Every language is unique in its own way. Thers are
nuances, idioms, special foelings delineated in &
particular manner and such other structural
and emotional subtleties that are simply
untranslatable in foto in a second medium, Both
Sanskrit and Tamil are ancient languages each
with its own poculiar format and technicalities of
style. And the Tirukkural Written nearly two
thousand years ago is a unique composition
written in the
¢ Kural ' metrs, which is & Vepba-type. The consti-
tuents of the this couplet, like the particular Cir
(84, talal (sdr) s0d acai (Hen#), as also the
apt and irreplacable expressions, invest the
structure and the content with a
certain ringing tone 80d compactaess. Added to
this is & sort of unevenness dus to the provision
of four ¢Cir ' (8#) in the first line and thres in
the socond. EBven in Tamil, the Tirukkural is.



hitherto known as the single long work composed
wholly in this vetfam and this ¢ fes] * that one has
by reciting a

¢ Kural * verse ¢an hardly be obtained in any
receiving language, Using the Anugtubh or
Stoka metre the translator has reasonably
succeeded in bringing out the closely knit texture of
the original, The highly inflected naturs of and the
consequent compactness in construction in the
Sanskrit language itself have also helped the
transiator to achieve this difficult task,

In the words of Avvaiyir Tiruvalluvar
has succeeded in throwing open the intricacies of
a vast fleld of practical kaowledge through the
medium of minimal expression — o

viii
H@oaG SITSF TP GEry.
Gosd sA55 Sper.



-+ Acrdhamitea-laghavena  putrotsavam
manyanm Vaiyikarapah *
is 2 well known Sauskrit adage highlighting
brevity in grammatical
statements, Like the Sanskrit stras the
epigrammatical and pithy

Tirakkural verses are pregnant with ideas and
praoepts, which by
* their universal natare, oat across caste, creed
and olime, - Ttisno
- wonder - therefore that not only ancient and
medieval posts and

authors  of technical treatises  like
Valmlki ‘Manu, Kautalya,
Kamban,. and Kabir, but also moderners like Gandhi, Vinobhn
Bhave and Rajaji, from India, Father Beschi, F. W. Ellis and
G, U, Pape from outside (to mention a few at random) have delved
dwp in the ocean of practical wisdom expounded in the Tirukkural,

Tjrava.lluvar is probably the only poet and philosopher hailing from
the Tamil country and known to the world at Iarge.

Tl:s Tirukkural is not only composed in & typmal Tamil metre,

-but also is mostly in pure Tamil. Ounly a smsll percentage of
Sanskrit words like oyisth, geryd, srol and urdwih are
_uged in the work. But a Sanskritist going through the Tirukkural
_would easily find the parallels betwsen the Tirukkural and Sanskrit



| * weitings like Valmiki Ramayags, Kalidasa's works, Kautalya's
. Arthasdstra (cf. Sri Kadiresan Chattiar's Tamil rendering of this

- work), Manu Smriti (cf. Prof. Vaiyapuri Pillel's Nakkiya-vilakkam),
Bhdgavad Gird, BharttharPs satekas and the many Subhisita Kosas

= guch as Subkdsitdvali of Vallabhadeva and Jalhaga's Sukthmukedvali,
.. While going through the proofs of this Suniti-kusumamald, T was
¢ surprised to
find many such parallels and I would like to
meation

WOW just a few random Kurals.

"The ten -kurals under meud

u&wwrmm,w (eraoamstar)
(Section 112, Kima) reveal
shich. is. mostly known for

the exqmsita poetry of the Tirukkural

its practical ethics. This ssction also
ity in expressions and ideas. with thoss of Kalidase and
;" The whols section deals with the superior beauty

1>
of a damsel by describing her limbs as excelling



even the normal counterparts in nature that pu_ﬁts'
can usually think of, The delicacy ©f Sirlga
flowers is set at naught by that of the beloved
(séreleny ®vpd ete. No, 1), Her thin waist
bends down underits weight (Mefésiydsred

ete, No. 5% ¢of Kumdrasambhava 1. 41 where
Kialidasa describes youthful Pdrvatis hands as

more delicate than Siriga
flowers—Refwgerrivedigmdt  wy ot

Kurals 7 and 8 sgwrd Apss etc, and Lrsi ap&th
@urrey stc,, say—* the moon waxes and wanes, and also has & dark

spot. Can such a moon be compared to the
beloved’s charming f2¢¢?" This statement reminds
the roader of the Mlustrative verses it the
upami-cakra in Dandin’s Kdvpadarda as also of the
Rumra-

sambhava verss (1.

tha_t t_h_a mooa has &

3) where with a olight variation Kalidasa says
defect in the midst of & host of good qualities;
and his Abhifidnaddkuntalam (Act 1) where the



digit in the moon /8 Supposed to add wo
its beauty. Kurals 6 and 7 in Section 120 ©9
unreciprocated love has an eocho in the ideas of
ideal love ay Stated in the Maiavikagnimitram (Act 1)
and other works. Tiukkurgl S1-4 (Gewér aryd

GoHoeud oto,) is on the discriminate person
sccepting only the virtues in  others,
his Kuvaldydnanda—-

Appayya Dikshita's verse in

ot 5 O ppeTiRag |
frver wmd & ot w0 Raewfi )
expresses the same idea,

There are many more such parallels, and
it may not be Wrong to mention that the
sections on Dharma, Artha and Kama o the
Tirukkural contain the quintessence of the vast
materisl in these fthree Sastras in Sanskrit. No
wonder the study of such great works like
Tirukkural throws light on the tendency to adopt or



adapt materal from olsowhero, ft also shows how
universal Tiruvalluvar’s epigrammatic wisdom  is.
Valluvar indeed foousses in himself the

x .

ancient culture and the cultures of the
ceaturies coming evet after him.

This is a handy edition containing
original Tirukkural amd it Sanskrit rendering
¢ Sunitikusumam@la® side by side.  The
translation is by Sri Cakrapani Iyer, a linguist,
good expositor of Sanskrit epics and purapas,
alil.d la 'mdhi ‘_ Of‘htm scho'lar Sti U.
Ve. Swaminatha Iyer. [t is most appropriate that
the U. Ve. Swaminatha Iyer library has brought out
this publivation ynder its aegis. Messrs, Ramani
Brothers Printers, who have ypto  date printed
more than hundred valuable books in the field of
Imwlogy, are to be congratulated for their
wouted thorough executidn and fine get up,

10 August 1983 S. S,
JANAKI,
Director,
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